
JUNE 2004 • SOUTHERN TIDINGS • 11

North Florida Entry Wins Small School Award

BY CHRISTINE JONES, MARTIN BUTLER

North Florida Seventh-day Adventist 
Elementary School in High Springs re-
ceived the 2003 Southern Union Confer-
ence Small School Award, chosen from 
entries submitted by conferences in the 
Southern Union territory. These entries 
were representative of the nearly 60 one-
teacher schools in the eight conferences.

Mayra Rodriguez, Florida Conference 
associate superintendent of education,  
presented a plaque and a $2,000 check 
on February 21 at the constituent High 
Springs church.

The Small School Award was cre-
ated to recognize outstanding one-teacher 
school programs and to highlight the 
recipient’s ability to effectively manage 
a one-teacher school with its multiplicity 
of tasks. The High Springs school entry 

Carol Barnett (left), school board 
chair, and Kathy Reinart, teacher,  

accepted the Southern Union 
Conference Small School Award for the 

North Florida Seventh-day Adventist 
Elementary School in High Springs.
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Eleven Baptized at Naples
BY JOYCE COLLINS

Members of the Naples, Fla., church rejoiced as 11 
young people were baptized, February 14, “due, primarily, 
to the influences of the Sabbath school department and the 
Pathfinder Club,” says Colin Rampton, pastor.

Kendall Chaffee, junior/earliteen Sabbath school 
teacher, studied with the baptismal candidates for several 
months while the Pathfinder Club, led by Arturo Brignoni, 
provided a loving, Christian atmosphere of acceptance and 
family.

Joe Rivera (left), Florida Conference Spanish 
Pathfinder coordinator, baptized Clarissa Brignoni 
(second from left). The others were baptized by Colin 
Rampton, pastor (back row, right). Back row from 
left: Nick Brignoni, Ariel Hernandez, Ashley Doyle, 
Heather Edwards, and Ferry Charlie. Front row from 
left: Leroy Loriston, Edmund Lamontagne, Wolfbens 
Loriston, Stephanie Eugene, and Jemsly Loriston.
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Ocala Youth Awarded for Service
BY HERB PRITCHARD

Four years ago, Peter Austin, 17, was bored with life. 
“I discovered fun in helping people which enables me to 
share what my church is all about,” he says.

Austin is one of 45 Ocala, Fla., church youth driven by 
the mission, Passion for God, Compassion for People. They 
have volunteered 6,000+ community service hours since 
1998. In 2003, they received the George Bush Presidential 
Gold Award for completing 1,000 hours in one year.

Wendy Finlay and Mike Goetz (left), direct the Ocala 
church youth group. Five members recently received 
volunteer community service awards: Christina 
Sfalanga, 13 (left), Becky McHone, 14, Peter Austin, 
17, Pauline Sfalanga, 15, and Britanny Akers, 13. Each 
was involved with various projects including anti-
substance abuse programs, feeding the homeless, and 
tutoring children.
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was submitted by Florida Conference in 
2003 when Frances Young was the teacher. 
She has since transferred to the Jellico,  
Tenn., Adventist School in Georgia-Cum-
berland Conference.

Ironically, the presentation came two 
weeks after constituents faced a crossroad 
to the school’s future. High Springs church 
members were challenged to raise $7,000 
in three days and pledge funds to assure 
the doors of the school would remain open 
during the 2004-2005 calendar year. By 

the following evening, $8,790 was raised 
and $1,000 a month was pledged—enough 
to keep the school in operation next year.

FLORIDA • CONFERENCE


