
by Robert Ross

Two years ago, the leadership of Iowa-
Missouri challenged Dean Coridan, pastor of 
St. Louis Central Church and Iowa-Missouri 
director of lay evangelism, to start a program 
to train lay members to conduct their own 
evangelistic campaigns. This year training ses-
sions were held in both Iowa and Missouri. 
The Iowa team members are Pastor Dean 
Coridan, Pastor Robert and Esmé Ross, 
Pastor Vic Van Schaik, and Pastor Jëan Ross.

These meetings have been a great break-
through for the churches in Iowa.  In March, 

22 church members came together from all 
over Iowa for the first planning session. The 
original members returned a month later 
with their teams for a more specific training 
session. Nearly 40 Iowa church members 
will be directly involved with evangelistic 
meetings in their areas.  Seven Iowa teams 
will be sponsored by the conference this year.  
The other teams will be finding sponsor-
ship themselves. We hope to see many more 
teams next year and our prayer is to see every 
church conducting their own meetings.  The 
church feels this will help to accomplish the 
great commission given by Christ.

Hospitality goes 
a long way
by Michelle Miracle

In a recent church service Des Moines, 
Iowa pastor, Burnham Rand read a card 
to the congregation — a testament that 
we don’t know what impact a small 
good deed can have on others.

“Dear Brethern, Over 20 years ago, my 
husband, while searching for purpose in life, 
hitchhiked through your town.  Someone 
from your congregation picked him up and 
took him home with them, feeding him and 
giving him a warm place to sleep.  They also 
took him to church.  A seed was planted.  
Several years after giving his heart to God 
through a magazine he picked up, he looked 
in his local hometown paper (in upstate 
New York) for a church.  Remembering 
the hospitality and love shown him by this 
family and church, he looked for a Sabbath-
keeping church and found one.  

“Thank you for blessing his life and our 
family, (we have seven children,) through the 
seed you planted.  May God bless you.”

by Michelle Miracle
 
This year seven Pathfinder clubs from Iowa 
and Missouri competed in separate state 
Bible Bowls.  From there the Ankeny Son 
Seekers, the Cedar Rapids Timberwolves, 
the Osceola Pathfinders, the Muscatine 
Mohegans, the St. Joseph Pathfinders, 
Kansas City’s Alpha and Omega Club, and 
the Columbia Show-Me Club, went on 
to the Conference Bible Bowl in Ankeny, 
Iowa.  At Ankeny, Alpha and Omega, Cedar 
Rapids and Columbia tied for first place and 
Ankeny took second.

These four clubs moved on to the Mid-
America Bible Bowl in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
where Columbia and Cedar Rapids tied for 
first, with Cedar Rapids becoming the first 
Iowa Club to win first place at the Mid-
America level.  These two winning teams 
went on to Andrews University along with 
19 other teams from around the United 
States and Canada.  The Columbia team 
came in first along with 10 other teams and 

by Michelle Miracle

Teacher Jenice Cornell was com-
missioned earlier this year for her 
dedication to Adventist education.  
Cornell is principal of and teaches 
grades four through six at Cedarvale 
Junior Academy in Raytown, 
Missouri.

“In commissioning these teachers, 
we recognize in them their willing-
ness to allow the Holy Spirit to 
work through them as they reach 
out to our young people,” said 
Gary Rouse, Iowa-Missouri educa-
tion superintendent.

Iowa church members come together to learn more about lay evangelism.

Raytown teacher commissioned

LouAnn Howard, associate director of education for Mid-America 
and Gary Rouse congradulate Jenice Cornell at her commissioning 
service.

Bible bowl 
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the Cedar Rapids team placed second with 
seven other teams.


