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BY ALLAN MARTIN

Kayla Sutherland, a 13-year-old 
Pathfinder from Miami, Fla., shared a 
story close to her heart on lay activities 
for youth day at the Kendall church. Her  
testimony, “The Impact My Parents’ Con-
version Had On Me,” was submitted as 
a news idea to the Florida Conference 
Pathfinder department by Ann-Marie 
Wellington, administrative director of  
the Kendall Pioneer Pathfinder Club.

“It all started when I met the Wel-
lington family. They invited me to Kendall 
when I was six years old. I became an 
Adventurer and regularly attended church 
with them.

“In 2000, I was baptized at the age 
of 10. At that time, my parents didn’t 
belong to any church. However, it wasn’t 
long before they began attending a Sun-
day-keeping church where my father was  
baptized in February, 2002.

“Even though my parents were Chris-
tians, I wasn’t satisfied. I wanted them 
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to become Seventh-day Adventists. On 
Sundays, when there were no planned 
Pathfinder activities, I would visit their 
church, where the sermons just didn’t 
touch the heart as they did when Carlton 
Anderson, my pastor, preached.

“One day, I invited my mother to  
attend a two-week revival at our church. 
The message had such an impact on her 
and she felt so comfortable with the love 
shown by the Kendall family, she invited 
my father to attend the following Sab-
bath. My mother asked to participate in 
the next baptism, which was August 16, 
2003. Most of you sitting in these pews 
witnessed on that day the baptism of my 
mother and the receiving of my father into 
this Church on profession of his faith.

“As you can see, I am more than 
overwhelmed that my parents are newly  
baptized members following in Jesus’ 
footsteps, and that I helped make it pos-
sible. I’m also very satisfied that my 

VBS Adventure Inspires Baby Jonah’s Name

The VBS program, Jonah’s Overboard Adventure, made an impact 
on the Hansen family and inspired their new baby’s name. Ross 
(left), Jakob, Liz, and Jazmin holding baby Jonah.

Jazmin and Jakob Hansen were among the neighbor-
hood children who attended vacation Bible school two 
summers ago at Florida Hospital Celebration Health. 
They were vibrant participants in the songs, lessons, and 
fun of Jonah’s Overboard Adventure.

“The kids really enjoyed the program—especially the 
music,” recalls their mother, Liz Hansen. “We got a copy of 
the Overboard Adventure music and listen to it often.”

More than a year later, as the family waited the arrival 
of a new baby brother, it came time to choose a name. 
There was no question in the minds of Jazmin and Jakob 
that it should be Jonah. “We had already started the ‘J’ 
thing,” quipped dad, Ross Hansen, “so why not?”

With wide eyes and open arms, Jonah arrived March 
10 at Florida Hospital Celebration Health, welcomed by 
a proud brother and sister eager to hold him. No doubt, 
in the nights to come, they will sing the same songs to 
Jonah that he heard even before his arrival.

“Although we’ve heard the songs from the Overboard 
Adventure over and over, and I am a bit tired of them,” 
shares Liz, “I still like ‘Jonah Went On a Journey.’”

“What a journey it has been.” says Celebration pastor, 
Allan Martin. “Welcome, Jonah.”
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Kayla Sutherland’s witness helped 
influence her parents, Beverley and 
Howard, to become Adventists.
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mother and father are both Seventh-day 
Adventist Christians, because I don’t 
have to tell them what happened at church  
every Sabbath when I get home. Now, they 
experience it for themselves.”
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